MANY needle-holders are in use and each surgeon has his own preferences for different kinds of suturing, in different kinds of tissues, and in different positions of the surgical field. The position presents a difficult problem and there is often a need for greater accuracy and manoeuverability than is possible with the conventional needle-holders.
To meet the need for such an instrument, a "Holder Needle" has been developed and reported (Rambo, 1962) . A small needle-holder has also been developed for me by John and Ernst Grieshaber. This holder is 4 5 cm. long and 2 cm. in height at the handle. It can be held between the index finger and the thumb for the finest sewing of tissues such as the cornea and sclera, and would also be useful in suturing nerves and vessels (Figs 1 and 2 ). 
MINIATURE NEEDLE-HOLDER
The placing the tip of a fine needle is much more exact with this instrument than with any holder requiring the gross use of the wrist and the movement of the whole hand.
Though this needle-holder incorporates a new principle, it requires very little practice to develop skill and speed in use. The jaws are opened by compressing the handles and are closed by releasing the pressure, thus allowing the strong spring located between the handles to hold the needle with sufficient strength for all ordinary sewing. It goes without saying that the needle used should be sharp, and that the surgeon should wear spectacles giving sufficient magnification for perfect vision. Slightly curved needles are easier to handle than those with a full curve. The needle-holder can be held in any position, with the needle directed to the right or left, and is so small that it can fit into almost any area desired. There is no click or jerk of the instrument on grasping or on release, and the degree of pressure needed to open the jaws is no greater than the finger strength normally required for surgery.
This instrument does not completely replace the conventional needleholders, but I am delighted with its usefulness in finer suturing. 
